
Sometimes You Guys Just Don’t Get It 
John 12:12-50  Palm Sunday 2019   

John 12 12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on 
his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,    
“Hosanna!”  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the king of Israel!” 

14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:  
15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.” 

16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they 
realize that these things had been written about him and that these things had been done to him.  

17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him 
from the dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they had heard that he 
had performed this sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, 
this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!” 

20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 21 They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would 
like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.  

23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, 
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, 
it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their 
life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I 
am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.  

27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was 
for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!”  

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd 
that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.  

30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time for judgment on this 
world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.  

34 The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will remain forever, so 
how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?”  

35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while 
you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know 
where they are going. 36 Believe in the light while you have the light, so that you may become 
children of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. 

37 Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they still would not 
believe in him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet:  

“Lord, who has believed our message  
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 

39 For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere:  
40 “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts,  

so they can neither see with their eyes,  
nor understand with their hearts,  

nor turn—and I would heal them.” 
41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him.  
42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the 

Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the 
synagogue; 43 for they loved human praise more than praise from God. 1 
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1.  A Crowd’s Delight      John 12:12-16 
At first his disciples did not understand all this.  John 12: 16  

 
A. An Unplanned Celebration   John 12:12-15 
 
 Palm Branches associated with Jewish Nationalism 
 Jesus enters on a donkey – a clear sign to the Jews 
 
B.  The Disciples are confused  John 12:16 
 
 Jesus enters as if he is the king  
 They ‘get it’ much later 
 

John Calvin (1509-1564) commenting on John 12:16 “Besides, let us remember that it is a 

special favour of the Holy Spirit to instruct us in a gradual manner, that we may not be 

stupid in considering the works of God.
2
 

 

2. Placing Glory      John 12:17-28 
“No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” John 12:27, 28     

 
A. Pharisees Feel Threatened   John 12:19 
 
 Loss of power, prestige, influence, credibility, credit, glory 
 
B. Jesus is not seeking his own Glory John 12:20-26 
 
 A fame affirming request?  John 12:20-22 
 What the source of this Glory? John 12:23 
 How does one attain this Glory? John 12:24-26 
 How will Jesus Glorify his Father? John 12:27, 28 
  
B.  Jesus’ Purpose    John 12:27, 28 
 
 Jesus heart is troubled – reminds of Matthew 26:36-46  
 Jesus is resolute in his obedience and desire  
    

3. The Challenge to Believe    John 12:28-34 
The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered;  

others said an angel had spoken to him. John 12:29 

 
A.  Hearing God’s Voice   John 12:28-30 
 
 If the voice was for their benefit why didn’t they benefit? 
 God’s Voice will be heard   
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Pray that people would begin to hear what God is already saying.  He is speaking, but 

people are misinterpreting that voice and that message.  Pray that those who are near and 

dear to you will hear His voice, message and understand who it is that is speaking to them. 

 
B.  Revelation of the Plan   John 12:31-34 
 
  A death (sacrificial like a Passover lamb) 
  Refusal to accept, understand or believe 
 

4. The Challenge of Unbelief    John 12:35-43 
 
Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence,  

they still would not believe in him. John 12:36     

 
A. First Cause of Unbelief   John 12:35-38 
 
  Stubborn refusal 
  Remedy:   Love, patience and kindness 
 
B.  Second Cause of Unbelief    John 12:39-41 
 
  Spiritual Blindness  2 Corinthians 4:4;John 6:44;  12:32 
  Remedy:  Pray that the Holy Spirit will eyes (hearts and minds) 
  
C.  Third Cause of Unbelief   John 12:42, 43 
 
  Fear to lose personal glory 
  Remedy: Realization that Jesus is the most precious treasure   
 
D.  Fifth Cause of Unbelief   John 12:44-46 
 
  Deliberate misinterpretation, misinformation, and mistrust 
  Remedy:  Humility and seeing God at work in our lives 
 
E.  Fifth Cause of Unbelief   John 12:47-50 
 
  Denial of the idea of final and terrible judgement 
  Remedy:  Growing sense that being right with God matters 
 
 
 Challenge for us  
 
  Continue to pray 
  Continue to be patient and kind 
  Be attentive to God’s voice 
  Seek to honour God with our service and obedience 
  For God to be visible in and through our life journey 



Study Questions 
For your personal study or with family, a friend, mentor or Life Group  

 
Beginning:   

1. What insight, idea, question or principle from Sunday’s message did you find 
most helpful, eye opening or troubling?   

 

2.  How are people confused about who Jesus is and what he has done? 
  
Studying: 

3. Look at verses 20-28 Identify the ways in which Jesus teaches or 

demonstrates his clear desire to direct all ‘glory’ to God. 
 
4.  Look at the interpretations in verse 29.  What is the cause of these differing 

responses? 
 

5.  Read verses 35, 36.  Jesus provides time for thought and consideration 

regarding belief in him.  What are the limits on that time? 
 
Applying: 

6.  Consider how the crowd will change in few days from this festive mood to one 
of anger and thirst for blood.  What kind of belief is this?  What similar 
examples exist today? 

  

7. Who in John 12 might lose power, prestige, influence, credibility, credit, or 

glory?  How might a person today worry about those things?  How hard do 

people fight to retain these things?  Why? 
 

8.  What areas do you find people are flat out refusing to believe?  Is there any 

openness to dialogue?  What strategy works best? (Kindness or Anger) 
 

9.  In what ways does pride or the desire for personal glory impede faith 

responses to Jesus?  What is worth the gamble to keep the present status 

quo and fumble eternity?   
 
Praying:   

10.  Spring brings people outside more.  Pray for some of your neighbours who 
you see out and about.  Find a way to be kind.  Pray God would reveal 
Himself to them. 

 

11.  Pray for someone who is near and dear to you whom you might bring to the 
Easter service or Spring Tea. 

 

Growing and Mentoring: Think of examples when either you or someone close 

to you was very antagonistic to the kind of belief that results in following Jesus.  
What was the source of the ‘unbelief’?  What were the things that began to 
prompt changes?  How did you sense God drawing you to himself? What role did 
the Holy Spirit have in finding access points into that situation?  How did God 
open your spiritual eyes, ears or heart?  How can you best pray for someone 
who is near and dear to you right now?  Who are you praying for? 


