
How do we receive God’s blessings?  
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Developing a God Listening Life 

 
2 Samuel 7 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given 

him rest from all his enemies around him, 
2 

he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I 
am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”  

3 
Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, 

for the LORD is with you.”  
4 

But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:  
5 

“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one 
to build me a house to dwell in? 

6 
I have not dwelt in a house from the day I 

brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place 
to place with a tent as my dwelling. 

7 
Wherever I have moved with all the 

Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd 
my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” ’  

 

17 
Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.  

 

18 
Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and he said:  

“Who am I, Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, that you have brought me 
this far? 

19 
And as if this were not enough in your sight, Sovereign LORD, you 

have also spoken about the future of the house of your servant—and this decree, 
Sovereign LORD, is for a mere human!  

20 
“What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, Sovereign 

LORD. 
21 

For the sake of your word and according to your will, you have done this 
great thing and made it known to your servant.  

22 
“How great you are, Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and there is 

no God but you, as we have heard with our own ears. 
23 

And who is like your 
people Israel—the one nation on earth that God went out to redeem as a people 
for himself, and to make a name for himself, and to perform great and awesome 
wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before your people, whom 
you redeemed from Egypt? 

24 
You have established your people Israel as your 

very own forever, and you, LORD, have become their God.  
25 

“And now, LORD God, keep forever the promise you have made concerning 
your servant and his house. Do as you promised, 

26 
so that your name will be 

great forever. Then people will say, ‘The LORD Almighty is God over Israel!’ And 
the house of your servant David will be established in your sight.  

27 
“LORD Almighty, God of Israel, you have revealed this to your servant, 

saying, ‘I will build a house for you.’ So your servant has found courage to pray 
this prayer to you. 

28 
Sovereign LORD, you are God! Your covenant is trustworthy, 

and you have promised these good things to your servant. 
29 

Now be pleased to 
bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever in your sight; for 
you, Sovereign LORD, have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your 
servant will be blessed forever.” 
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1.  Plan           2 Samuel 7:1-3 
“Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” 2 Samuel 7:2 

 
A.  National Success    2 Samuel 7:1 
 
 Later in David’s career there has been great success 
 
B.  An Act of Gratitude    2 Samuel 7:2 
 
 What can I do for God?   
 
C.  Prophetic Permission?   2 Samuel 7:3 
 
 Nathan figures it is fine to proceed 
   

2.  Promise                                          2 Samuel 7:4-17 
The LORD declares to you the that the LORD himself will establish a house for you:  

 2 Samuel 7:11  

      
A.  I don’t need a house   2 Samuel 7:4-7 
 
 I like tenting  
 
 If I actually need something I’ll ask – implied 
 
B.  My Presence = Your success  2 Samuel 7:8-11 
 
 I took you from pasture to palace 
 
 I have… (review of the journey) 
 
 I will… (roadmap for the future) 
 
C.  I’ll guarantee your house will endure 2 Samuel 7:11-17 
 
 Throne, Temple, and Duration  
 
Connecting the Dots 
 Genesis 22:8, 12, 13  Abraham and Isaac:  God will provide  
 Genesis 44:33, 34 Judah saves Benjamin by offering himself 
 Exodus 12  The very First Passover 
 2 Samuel 7:13 Throne of his Kingdom forever 
 John 1:29 The Lamb of God that takes the sin of the world 
 1 Corinthians 5:7  Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed 
 Hebrews 9:22 Without shedding of Blood there is no forgiveness of sin  
 Hebrews 9: 28  Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many 
 1 Peter 1:19  Precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect 
 Revelation 5:  4, 5, 6, 9, 12  Identity, Authority and Worth of the Lamb 



3.  Prayer                                2 Samuel 7:18-29 
for you, Sovereign LORD, have spoken,  

and with your blessing the house of your servant will be blessed forever.  2 Samuel 7:29 

      
A.  Accept     2 Samuel 7:18-21 
 
 A series of rhetorical questions 
  Who am I?    Verse 7:18 

  What is my family/house?  Verse 7:18 
  What more can David say? Verse 7:20 
  Who is like your people?  Verse 7:23 

 
B.  Acknowledge    2 Samuel 7:22-24 
 
 God has no equal 
 
 God has done amazing acts 
 
 God has associated himself with his people 
 
C.  Anticipate     2 Samuel 7:25-29 
 
 Do as you say for the benefit of your name 
 
 Humility: I am your servant (seven times)  
 
 
 How do we receive God’s blessings? 
 
 With gratitude and humility 
 
  Everything we receive is a gift of God 
 
  We do not earn, repay, deserve, obligate or demand 
 
 Sometimes we are permitted to do great things for God 
 
 Sometimes we are not permitted to do great things 
 
 Service is an act of gratitude 
 
 Identify something God has blessed you with in the last 
 
  7 days 
  7 weeks 
  7 months 
  7 years 



Study Questions 
For your personal study or with family, a friend, mentor or Life Group  

 
Beginning:   

1. What insight, idea, question or principle from Sunday’s message did you find 
most helpful, eye opening or troubling?   

 
2.  What sorts of things distract people from awareness of God?  
 
Studying: 

3. What sort of things might people presume is God’s will or leading only to 
discover they may have been off track slightly?   

 
4.  What potential drawbacks could there be with a house for God? 

 
5.  Read Psalm 89.  This is David’s reflection and praise for the covenant in 2 

Samuel 7.  How do you reflect and praise the Lord for his work in your life? 
 
6.  Where is the temple, kingdom, house (king) and throne today?  Hints:   
 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17;  2 Peter 2:4-10;  Luke 2:4; Matthew 13; Acts 2:29-36; 7:44-50 

 
Applying: 

7.  How aware are we of God when things are going well?  How often do we turn 
to God only when things are in crisis?  Where do you see room to improve?   

 
8. Does God’s presence with us have more to do with Him following us or us 

following Him?  Why?  What is the difference? 
 
9.  What causes some followers of Jesus to refuse to accept blessings from 

God? Or to expect the blessing without gratitude? What examples can you 
think of?  What areas in your own life do you find it hard to accept blessings? 

 
10. How is it that sometimes we are uncomfortable or even consider refusing 

blessings from God through other people? 
 
11. What do you do to acknowledge God’s working in your life? 
 How can other people tell that the LORD is your God? 
 
Praying:   

12.  Spring brings people outside more.  Pray for some of your neighbours who 
you see out and about.  Pray God would reveal Himself to them. 

 

13.  Pray for someone who is near and dear to you whom you might bring to an 
Easter event or service. 

 

Growing and Mentoring: In your journey with God take time to relate the 

following actions God has made in your life:  God took me from…,  God was with 
me when…,  God cut me off from….,  God has done this for me…,   God has 
called me or made me….  Where would you be now if God had not blessed and 
called you?  Family, Employment, Where you are living, What you hope to do or 
are doing, etc.  


