Who do we Serve? 
2 Samuel 6:1-23  March 31, 2019      
Developing a God Listening life
﻿﻿﻿2 Samuel 6 David again brought together all the able young men of Israel—thirty thousand. 2 He and all his men went to Baalah in Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim on the ark. 3 They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart 4 with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it. 5 David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might before the Lord, with castanets, harps, lyres, timbrels, sistrums and cymbals. 

6 When they came to the threshing floor of Nakon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. 7 The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down, and he died there beside the ark of God. 
8 Then David was angry because the Lord’s wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that place is called Perez Uzzah. 
9 David was afraid of the Lord that day and said, “How can the ark of the Lord ever come to me?” 10 He was not willing to take the ark of the Lord to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite for three months, and the Lord blessed him and his entire household. 
12 Now King David was told, “The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he has, because of the ark of God.” So David went to bring up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. 13 When those who were carrying the ark of the Lord had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 14 Wearing a linen ephod, David was dancing before the Lord with all his might, 15 while he and all Israel were bringing up the ark of the Lord with shouts and the sound of trumpets. 
16 As the ark of the Lord was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the Lord, she despised him in her heart. 
17 They brought the ark of the Lord and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before the Lord. 18 After he had finished sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord Almighty. 19 Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each person in the whole crowd of Israelites, both men and women. And all the people went to their homes. 
20 When David returned home to bless his household, Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet him and said, “How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, going around half-naked in full view of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!” 
21 David said to Michal, “It was before the Lord, who chose me rather than your father or anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler over the Lord’s people Israel—I will celebrate before the Lord. 22 I will become even more undignified than this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held in honor.” 
23 And Michal daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death. 
﻿
1.  Packaged 



 
2 Samuel 6:1-8
The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; 
therefore God struck him down and he died there beside the ark of God.    2 Samuel 6:7
A.  David’s Power



2 Samuel 6:1

He now has 50 times more military might than before
B.  The Power




2 Samuel 6:2

The Box  
God in a Box

God’s Box


Carefully read 2 Samuel 2 and you have an answer

B.  The Parade




2 Samuel 6:3-6

The First mistake - New Wheels

The Second mistake - A Touching Moment

God can take care of his interests 1 Sam 5:3–12; 6:19–20
C.  Explosion of Anger



2 Samuel 6:7, 8

The Lord – ‘Breaks out’ again (1 Samuel 5:20)

Where are David and Uzzah failing to listen to God?
“We do not take care of God, God takes care of us”  Eugene Peterson
2.  Praised
                         
            

2 Samuel 6:9-19
They brought the ark of the Lord and set it in its place inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and David sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before the Lord. 2 Samuel 6:17 
A.  Healthy Fear of the Lord


2 Samuel 6:9-11

David: Watched.  Ranted.  Listened.  Learned.  


God is not to be managed, protected or rescued
B.  A New Celebration



2 Samuel 6:12-15

The ark was now being carried

There was great celebration and focus on the Lord.  
C.  Success 




2 Samuel 6:16-19

With every success or celebration or blessing is also jealousy


Ark in Jerusalem

Blessings showered and enjoyed
3.  Priority
            
            

            2 Samuel 6:20-23 

It was before the Lord, who chose me rather than your father or anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler over the Lord’s people Israel
—I will celebrate before the Lord. 2 Samuel 6:21
A.  Michal’s despise (verse 16)


We are not told why but we will get clues
B.  Michal’s  disgust 



2 Samuel 6:20, 21

Michal knew how a king is ‘supposed to behave’

Her idea of a king was Saul who was deeply flawed

C.  Michal’s despair



2 Samuel 6:23

Transition of power will not include Saul’s family

 What did Ahio, Uzzah, Michal and David Learn?  

In whose Eyes did they serve?  

The priests served in their own eyes

Michal was unhappy and let David know it



She never learned from her father’s life



She never learned from what she saw or heard


In whose eyes did David Serve?

David was furious with God and learned through it

Respect for God and his holiness superseded his kingship


How do you ensure you serve in God’s Eyes?

Recognizing where our pride and jealousy are involved


Observing where God is blessing in the lives of others


Listening to God’s prompting to learn, change, grow

Study Questions

For your personal study or with family, a friend, mentor or Life Group 

Beginning:  

1. What insight, idea, question or principle from Sunday’s message did you find most helpful, eye opening or troubling?  

2.  What complaints to people have about God?  How do you respond? 

Studying:

3.   How has success changed the way David is doing things?  Where is this a good thing and where is this no so good?

4.  How is the Ark to be handled?  Exodus 25:14, 15; Numbers 4:15?  What happened to the folks in 1 Samuel 6:19, 20?
5.  How does God use David’s anger to change David?

6.  Some people think God is being unpredictable, mean and unfair in the death of Uzzah.  How would you respond?
7.  What does a healthy fear of the Lord look like?


Consider words like reverence, respect, awe, humility.

Applying:

8.  Where are we tempted to excuse clear and precise biblical teaching to accommodate our comfort or ease of modern life?  

9.  What ways can we express our anger and frustration with God??

10.  When the ark is moved the second time what and who has changed? 

11.  Saul’s daughter Michal is not happy.  How do you feel with others are wildly successful and you are not?  How does God use this to teach us?

12.  Look at Jesus’ prayers in Matthew 26:39, 42, 44, actions John 13:1-5 and his attitude in Philippians 2:6-11.  In whose eyes doe

Praying:  

13.  Ask the Lord to help you maintain your focus on Him when you serve.
14.  Pray for someone who is near and dear to you whom you might bring to an Easter event or service.

Growing and Mentoring:  In whose eyes do you serve?  It is a very real temptation for anyone who serves the Lord to shift their focus from serving Him to becoming self-focussed.  Relate a time when that may have happened to you.  How was this corrected?  What do you do to refocus on serving the Lord?  What are some of the ways you remind yourself you are serving the Lord and not yourself?
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