How do we Deal with our Past?
2 Samuel 3-5   March 24, 2019    
Developing a God Listening Life
﻿﻿﻿All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “We are your own flesh and blood. 2 In the past, while Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel on their military campaigns. And the Lord said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their ruler.’ ” 

3 When all the elders of Israel had come to King David at Hebron, the king made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king over Israel. 
4 David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years. 
6 The king and his men marched to Jerusalem to attack the Jebusites, who lived there. The Jebusites said to David, “You will not get in here; even the blind and the lame can ward you off.” They thought, “David cannot get in here.” 7 Nevertheless, David captured the fortress of Zion—which is the City of David. 
8 On that day David had said, “Anyone who conquers the Jebusites will have to use the water shaft to reach those ‘lame and blind’ who are David’s enemies.” That is why they say, “The ‘blind and lame’ will not enter the palace.” 
9 David then took up residence in the fortress and called it the City of David. He built up the area around it, from the terraces g inward. 10 And he became more and more powerful, because the Lord God Almighty was with him. 
11 Now Hiram king of Tyre sent envoys to David, along with cedar logs and carpenters and stonemasons, and they built a palace for David. 12 Then David knew that the Lord had established him as king over Israel and had exalted his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel. 
13 After he left Hebron, David took more concubines and wives in Jerusalem, and more sons and daughters were born to him. 14 These are the names of the children born to him there: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elishama, Eliada and Eliphelet. 
17 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel, they went up in full force to search for him, but David heard about it and went down to the stronghold. 18 Now the Philistines had come and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; 19 so David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go and attack the Philistines? Will you deliver them into my hands?”  The Lord answered him, “Go, for I will surely deliver the Philistines into your hands.” 
20 So David went to Baal Perazim, and there he defeated them. He said, “As waters break out, the Lord has broken out against my enemies before me.” So that place was called Baal Perazim. 21 The Philistines abandoned their idols there, and David and his men carried them off. 
22 Once more the Philistines came up and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim; 23 so David inquired of the Lord, and he answered, “Do not go straight up, but circle around behind them and attack them in front of the poplar trees. 24 As soon as you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the poplar trees, move quickly, because that will mean the Lord has gone out in front of you to strike the Philistine army.” 25 So David did as the Lord commanded him, and he struck down the Philistines all the way from Gibeon to Gezer. 

1.  An Old Score 


 
2 Samuel 3:22-39
“these sons of Zeruiah are too strong for me. 
May the Lord repay the evildoer according to his evil deeds!”    2 Samuel 3:39
A.  Joab’s Distrust 



2 Samuel 3:22-25

Must the sword devour forever? 
 (2 Samuel 2:26)


Don’t you realize that this will end in bitterness? 

B.  Joab’s Deceit



2 Samuel 3:26, 27


Joab lies to David and to Abner and feels ‘justified’


Joab murders Abner to avenge the military death of his brother


Joab is not concerned with serving David the King

C.  David’s reparations


2 Samuel 3:28-35

David is innocent


1 Kings 2:5, 6 David’s reminds the next king to punish Joab


Joab forced to show the signs of mourning
D.  Responses




2 Samuel 3:36-39

People pleased Verses 36, 37 

David trusting God to rebalance the scales of Justice

2.  A New Offence
                         
            2  Samuel 4:1-12
 “when a man told me, ‘Saul is dead,’ and thought he was bringing good news,
I seized him and put him to death in Ziklag. 

      That was the reward I gave him for his news!”   2 Samuel 4:10 
A.  Intentional Murder



2 Samuel 4:1-8

Disguised as the vengeance of the Lord against Saul 

B.  Punishing Bad Behaviour


2 Samuel 4:9-12

Short term gain or long term loss?  Power or Justice?
3.  A New Venture  
          
            
            2 Samuel 5:1-25
 

“And he became more and more powerful, 
because the Lord God Almighty was with him.”  2 Samuel 5:10
A.  Crown




2 Samuel 5:1-5

David’s leadership over Israel is formalized 


40 years is the ‘ideal’ length of leadership and service
B. Capital




2 Samuel 5:6-12

The capture of Jebus (Jerusalem) is an important 

Who are the Blind and the Lame? (Leviticus 21:18)


Isaac (Genesis 27:1); Jacob (Genesis 32:31)
C. Corruption?




2 Samuel 5:13, 14


The wife problem just keeps growing (Deuteronomy 17:17)
D. Conquest




2 Samuel 5:15-25

Solidifying his reign (Psalm 2) 

  How does David deal his past and with the bitterness and the   dysfunction that surrounds him?
Bitterness may expose itself:


Hope for harm or failure for others

Anger, agitated, hatred or emotional explosiveness


Defence of the right to be angry, mean, spiteful, or bitter


Emotional paralysis 


Addictive and destructive personal behaviours


Gravitational attraction to other bitter people or issues

David’s Actions (Leadership):

He challenges, punishes, and reforms certain behaviours  


He is not exploited by others’ bitterness


He refuses to be paralyzed by bitterness

David’s God Listening Skills (Discipleship):

 
He entrusts the Lord to do what he does best
1 Samuel 3:39


He exercises his responsibilities faithfully
1 Samuel 4:9-11


He embraces the call (anointing) of the Lord    
1 Samuel 5:2

He enjoys the presence of the Lord
1 Samuel 5:10

He engages the guidance of the Lord
1 Samuel 5:19, 23
Study Questions

For your personal study or with family, a friend, mentor or Life Group 

Beginning:  
1. What insight, idea, question or principle from Sunday’s message did you find most helpful, eye opening or troubling?  

2.  What are some ways people exhibit bitter or angry behaviour in public? 

Studying:
3.   What is the cause of Joab’s anger?  What sinful behaviour does it motivate?


How does David challenge that?
4.  How does the murder of Ishboseth characterize the thinking of that time?  How do we mimic that behaviour (not counting the murder part)?
5.  Why does David choose Jebus (Jerusalem) as his new capital city?  
     (Genesis 10:16; 15:21 mention Jebusites; Genesis 14:18 Salem = Jeru – salem)
6.  What problems are brewing with the growing number of wives?

Applying:

7.  How have you been hurt in the past?  What are some of the biggest personal injuries you have suffered?  
8.  What has helped in dealing with the anger and disappointment?
9.  Where are you still struggling to get a handle on that anger? 
10.  Examine 1 Samuel 3:39; 4:9-11; 5:2, 10, 19, 23 and look at all of the ways David is attentive and listening to God.  
Praying:  

11.  If you have identified a place of anger, bitterness or resentment ask the Lord to begin his healing work.  Where will you need to offer forgiveness to another?  Where do you need to let go of the expectation of an apology from another?
12.  Pray for someone who is near and dear to you whom you might bring to an Easter event or service.
Growing and Mentoring:  David had a choice to operate with anger and bitterness or to move forward in a different emotional and spiritual state.  Relate an experience where you have dealt with the challenge of anger and bitterness.  Relate an instance where you are still ‘in-process’.  Commit to pray for one another for the ‘in-process’ stuff.
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