
Who is the King Maker?  

2 Samuel 2:1-3:21  March 10, 2019      

Developing a God Listening Life 

2 Samuel 2  
8 

Meanwhile, Abner son of Ner, the commander of Saul’s army, 

had taken Ish-Bosheth son of Saul and brought him over to Mahanaim. 
9 

He 
made him king over Gilead, Ashuri and Jezreel, and also over Ephraim, 
Benjamin and all Israel.  

10 
Ish-Bosheth son of Saul was forty years old when he became king over 

Israel, and he reigned two years. The tribe of Judah, however, remained loyal to 
David. 

11 
The length of time David was king in Hebron over Judah was seven 

years and six months.  
12 

Abner son of Ner, together with the men of Ish-Bosheth son of Saul, left 
Mahanaim and went to Gibeon. 

13 
Joab son of Zeruiah and David’s men went out 

and met them at the pool of Gibeon. One group sat down on one side of the pool 
and one group on the other side.  

14 
Then Abner said to Joab, “Let’s have some of the young men get up and 

fight hand to hand in front of us.”    “All right, let them do it,” Joab said.  
15 

So they stood up and were counted off—twelve men for Benjamin and Ish-
Bosheth son of Saul, and twelve for David. 

16 
Then each man grabbed his 

opponent by the head and thrust his dagger into his opponent’s side, and they 
fell down together. So that place in Gibeon was called Helkath Hazzurim.  

17 
The battle that day was very fierce, and Abner and the Israelites were 

defeated by David’s men.  
18 

The three sons of Zeruiah were there: Joab, Abishai and Asahel. Now 
Asahel was as fleet-footed as a wild gazelle. 

19 
He chased Abner, turning neither 

to the right nor to the left as he pursued him. 
20 

Abner looked behind him and 
asked, “Is that you, Asahel?”   “It is,” he answered.  

21 Then Abner said to him, “Turn aside to the right or to the left; take on one of the 
young men and strip him of his weapons.” But Asahel would not stop chasing him.  

 

2 Samuel 3 The war between the house of Saul and the house of David lasted 

a long time. David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul grew 
weaker and weaker.  

 

6 
During the war between the house of Saul and the house of David, Abner had 

been strengthening his own position in the house of Saul. 
7 

Now Saul had had a 
concubine named Rizpah daughter of Aiah. And Ish-Bosheth said to Abner, “Why 
did you sleep with my father’s concubine?”  

8 
Abner was very angry because of what Ish-Bosheth said. So he answered, 

“Am I a dog’s head—on Judah’s side? This very day I am loyal to the house of 
your father Saul and to his family and friends. I haven’t handed you over to 
David. Yet now you accuse me of an offense involving this woman! 

9 
May God 

deal with Abner, be it ever so severely, if I do not do for David what the LORD 
promised him on oath 

10 
and transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and 

establish David’s throne over Israel and Judah from Dan to Beersheba.” 
11 

Ish-
Bosheth did not dare to say another word to Abner, because he was afraid of 
him.  

12 
Then Abner sent messengers on his behalf to say to David, “Whose land is 

it? Make an agreement with me, and I will help you bring all Israel over to you.” 
1
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1.  David’s Efforts      
Now then, be strong and brave, for Saul your master is dead,  

and the people of Judah have anointed me king over them.  2 Samuel 2:7 

 
A.  The Right Way     2 Samuel 2:1-4a 
 
 David consulted the LORD  
 
B.  The Other Ways      
 
 1) by birth (death)  Succession  
  Who is in line for the throne? 
 
 2)  Join us   (Politics)   2 Samuel 2:4b-11 
 
 The blessing of Jabesh Gilead – A political manoeuvre? 
 
 David Hebron for 7 and a half years 
 
 3)  War    2 Samuel 3:1 
 
 David is a strong military leader  
 
 4)  Marriage    2 Samuel 3:2-5 
 
 David has up to six wives 
  Politics and ‘power’ 
 
 5)  Specific Political Marriage  2 Samuel 3:13-16 
  
 Michal the daughter of Saul     
 
 6)  A Back room Deal with Abner  2 Samuel 3:17-21 
 
 Abner is looking after himself 
 
 
 

2.  Ish-Bosheth’s Efforts                                        
 “Abner son of Ner, the commander of Saul’s army,  

had taken Ish-Bosheth son of Saul … 
9 
 made him king.”    2 Samuel 2:8, 9 

      
A.  Family Line     2 Samuel 2:8, 9  
 
 Fourth in line to the throne 
 



B.  Invasion     2 Samuel 2:10-17 
 
 War is not entertainment nor a tool to get our way 
 
C.  Appeasement    2 Samuel 3:6-16 
 
 Ish-bosheth backs down to Abner  
 
 He sends his sister to David  
 
 

3.  Abner’s Efforts                                        
Make an agreement with me, and I will help you bring all Israel over to you. 2 Samuel 3:12 

      
A.  Military Power    2 Samuel 2:8-17 
 
 Abner uses battle to manipulate   
 
B.  Marital Power    2 Samuel 3:6-12 
 
 Abner is intentional about the concubines 
 
 The only time Abner includes God  2 Samuel 3:9, 17, 18 
 
C.  Family Feud   2 Samuel 2:18-32; 3:22-39   
  
 Sons of Zeruiah and Abner 
 
 Abner is killed in peace for a death in war  
 
 
  Who is the king maker?  
 
 Is it David?  He did everything humanly possible but still failed. 
  He could disqualify himself like Saul did. 
  
 Is it Joab?  Joab has few interests beyond his own. 
 
 Is it IshBosheth?  He attempts to become King no one truly 

supports him.  His own actions undermine his hopes. 
 
 Is it Abner?  He thinks so.  Abner is a dangerous manipulator.  
  
 If we believe the LORD makes the king, how do we evaluate our 

behaviours?  Where do we learn to listen and wait? 
 



Study Questions 
For your personal study or with family, a friend, mentor or Life Group  

 
Beginning:   

 
1. What insight, idea, question or principle from Sunday’s message did you find 

most helpful, eye opening or troubling?   
 
2.  What is the single most God Listening action in today’s passage? 
 
Studying: 

 
3.   Read 2 Samuel chapters 2 and 3 and make note of how often God (or LORD) 

is mentioned and in what context.  How would you characterize their 
relationship with God over this period?  What does this suggest? 

 
4.  How can David have so many wives and children (2 Samuel 3:1-5)?  Where is 

the trust in God?  Is this something God blessed? Read Deuteronomy 17:14-
20.  Which kids names stand out?  The next king after David is not here.   

 
5.  What truth does Abner know?  1 Samuel 3:17-19  What do you think is 

Abner’s only goal? 
 
6.  What is Joab’s problem with Abner?   1 Samuel 3:22-30  What is his motive?  

Why did Abner trust Joab? 
 
Applying: 

 
7.  The waiting period of 7.5 years in Hebron.  What is David’s frustration level?   
 
8. Why does David mourn Abner’s death?  (1 Samuel 3:37-39) 

 
9.  What are the big challenges in your life as you keep pace with God’s 

unfolding work in your life?  
 
Praying:   

 
10. Who or what can you remember to pray for from today’s service? 
 
11. Pray for the upcoming Spring Brunch on March 23 and especially who you 

might bring with you. 
 
 

Growing and Mentoring:  David was stuck in what looks like a holding pattern.  

When has this happened in your life and how did you make progress?  Where 
was it done God’s way or your way?  What were the outcomes?   Look at Ish-
bosheth’s appeasement. Comment on the over-compromise he made and how it 
worked out for him.  How do you balance Godly peacemaking with standing for 
the truth?  What has been one of your greatest blessings as you wait for God’s 
leading, guiding and transformation in your life?  Where are you challenged? 


