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 Samuel 1  After the death of Saul, David returned from striking down the 

Amalekites and stayed in Ziklag two days. 
2 

On the third day a man arrived from 
Saul’s camp with his clothes torn and dust on his head. When he came to David, 
he fell to the ground to pay him honor.  

3 
“Where have you come from?” David asked him.  He answered, “I have 

escaped from the Israelite camp.”  
4 

“What happened?” David asked. “Tell me.”  
“The men fled from the battle,” he replied. “Many of them fell and died. And Saul 

and his son Jonathan are dead.”  
5 

Then David said to the young man who brought him the report, “How do you 
know that Saul and his son Jonathan are dead?”  

6 
“I happened to be on Mount Gilboa,” the young man said, “and there was Saul, 

leaning on his spear, with the chariots and their drivers in hot pursuit. 
7 
When he 

turned around and saw me, he called out to me, and I said, ‘What can I do?’  
8 

“He asked me, ‘Who are you?’   “ ‘An Amalekite,’ I answered.  
9 

“Then he said to me, ‘Stand here by me and kill me! I’m in the throes of death, 
but I’m still alive.’  

10 
“So I stood beside him and killed him, because I knew that after he had fallen 

he could not survive. And I took the crown that was on his head and the band on 
his arm and have brought them here to my lord.”  

11 
Then David and all the men with him took hold of their clothes and tore them. 

12 
They mourned and wept and fasted till evening for Saul and his son Jonathan, 

and for the army of the LORD and for the nation of Israel, because they had fallen 
by the sword.  

13 
David said to the young man who brought him the report, “Where are you 

from?”  “I am the son of a foreigner, an Amalekite,” he answered.  
14 

David asked him, “Why weren’t you afraid to lift your hand to destroy the 
LORD’s anointed?”  

15 
Then David called one of his men and said, “Go, strike him down!” So he 

struck him down, and he died. 
16 

For David had said to him, “Your blood be on 
your own head. Your own mouth testified against you when you said, ‘I killed the 
LORD’s anointed.’ ”   
    W 

 2 In the course of time, David inquired of the LORD. “Shall I go up to one of the 

towns of Judah?” he asked.  The LORD said, “Go up.”  David asked, “Where shall 
I go?”  “To Hebron,” the LORD answered.  

2 
So David went up there with his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the 

widow of Nabal of Carmel. 
3 

David also took the men who were with him, each 
with his family, and they settled in Hebron and its towns. 

4 
Then the men of Judah 

came to Hebron, and there they anointed David king over the tribe of Judah.  
When David was told that it was the men from Jabesh Gilead who had buried 

Saul, 
5 
he sent messengers to them to say to them, “The LORD bless you for 

showing this kindness to Saul your master by burying him. 
6 
May the LORD now 

show you kindness and faithfulness, and I too will show you the same favor 
because you have done this. 

7 
Now then, be strong and brave, for Saul your 

master is dead, and the people of Judah have anointed me king over them.” 
1
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1.  Irony     2 Samuel 1:1-16 
“Your blood be on your own head. Your own mouth testified against you when you said,  

‘I killed the LORD’s anointed.’ ”      2 Samuel 1:16 

 
A.  Report     2 Samuel 1:1-10 
 
 Came to pay David honour   
 I escaped from the Israelite Camp 
 ‘Stand over me and kill me’ 
 
B.  Response     2 Samuel 1:11-15 
 
 Grief 
 Punishment 
 
C.  Reason      2 Samuel 1:16 
 
 Lifting your hand against the LORD’s anointed 
 

 We trust God by honouring His selections  
 We trust God by waiting for His timing 
  

2.  Lament                                        2 Samuel 1:17-27 
A gazelle lies slain on your heights, Israel.  
How the mighty have fallen!      2 Samuel 1:19 

      
David’s Lament     2 Samuel 1:17-27 
 
 Genuine grief and respect for Saul and Jonathan 
 David’s love for Jonathan not sexual 
 

 We trust God in our respect for His servants 
 

3.  Transition                                        2 Samuel 2:1-7 
“Now then, be strong and brave, for Saul your master is dead, and the people of Judah 

have anointed me king over them.”  2 Samuel 2:7 

      
A.  Endorsement by Judah    2 Samuel 2:1-4 
 
 David enquires of the LORD and listens 

 
 We trust God by following His guidance 

 
 David approaches Judah    
 
  We trust God by being gentle rather than demanding 



B.  Appreciation for Jabesh Gilead  2 Samuel 2:5-7 
 

 We trust God by appreciating the service of others 
 

 
     

David had been most recently located in Ziklag after leaving En-Gedi 
God sends him to Hebron prior to his eventual location of Jerusalem 

David was born in Bethlehem and Saul ruled from Gibeah 
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Study Questions 
For your personal study or study with family, a friend, mentor or Life Group  

 
Beginning:   

 
1. What insight, idea, question or principle from Sunday’s message did you find 

most helpful, eye opening or troubling?   
 
2.  What are the usual reactions people have when a celebrity, wealthy person or 

politician experiences a significant failure? 
 
Studying: 

 
3.   Look at the questions posed by David (2 Samuel 1:3-14)  Which answers 

seem to be false compared to 1 Samuel 31?  What is the only question never 
answered?  What is its significance? 

 
4.  Look at the Amalekite problem:   Exodus 17; 1 Samuel 15; 1 Samuel 15.3.  

This gives us a hint at why God might be using Israel as a tool of judgement.   
 
5.  Why is 2 Samuel 1:19-27 a lament and not a psalm of praise or thanksgiving? 
 
6.  David is instructed to settle in Hebron.  What does he do?  How is that 

significant for us?  (Where was he born?)  
 
Applying: 

 
7.  Where have you suffered the loss of a close friend or spouse?  How has God 

encouraged and comforted you?   
 
8. It seems to be our human nature to be smug when a competitor or opponent 

fails.  What example does David provide and how does this challenge us? 
 

9.  We have a choice, with God’s help, to embrace the conflict, wounds, failure 
and sorrows of our past to a re-created purpose or to be embittered by them 
and continue the cycle.  What does David’s grief over Saul’s death tell us 
where David is in this process? 

 
Praying:   

 
10. Who or what can you remember to pray for from today’s service? 
 
11. Pray for the upcoming Spring Brunch on March 23 and especially who you 

might bring with you. 
 

Growing and Mentoring:     Where have you been challenged to show respect 

for God’s selection of people in leadership when you might disagree?  How have 
you been able to do this?  What has been a serious challenge in regard to 
needing to wait on God’s timing?  What have you learned?  How do you earn the 
respect for your leadership?   Where have you had to wait a long time for your 
opportunity to lead or serve?  What has God developed in you during the wait? 


