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1 Samuel 30 
3 
When David and his men reached Ziklag, they found it 

destroyed by fire and their wives and sons and daughters taken captive. 
4 

So 
David and his men wept aloud until they had no strength left to weep. 

5 
David’s 

two wives had been captured—Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail, the widow of 
Nabal of Carmel. 

6 
David was greatly distressed because the men were talking of 

stoning him; each one was bitter in spirit because of his sons and daughters. But 
David found strength in the LORD his God.  

7 
Then David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelek, “Bring me the 

ephod.” Abiathar brought it to him, 
8 

and David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I 
pursue this raiding party? Will I overtake them?”   

“Pursue them, You will certainly overtake them and succeed in the rescue.”  
9 

David and the six hundred men with him came to the Besor Valley, where 
some stayed behind. 

10 
Two hundred of them were too exhausted to cross the 

valley, but David and the other four hundred continued the pursuit.  
11 

They found an Egyptian in a field and brought him to David. They gave 
him water to drink and food to eat—

12 
part of a cake of pressed figs and two 

cakes of raisins. He ate and was revived, for he had not eaten any food or drunk 
any water for three days and three nights.  

13 
David asked him, “Who do you belong to? Where do you come from?”  

He said, “I am an Egyptian, the slave of an Amalekite. My master abandoned 
me when I became ill three days ago. 14 We raided the Negev of the Kerethites, some 
territory belonging to Judah and the Negev of Caleb. And we burned Ziklag.”  

15 
David asked him, “Can you lead me down to this raiding party?”  

He answered, “Swear to me before God that you will not kill me or hand me 
over to my master, and I will take you down to them.”  

16 
He led David down, and there they were, scattered over the countryside, 

eating, drinking and reveling because of the great amount of plunder they had 
taken from the land of the Philistines and from Judah. 

17 
David fought them from 

dusk until the evening of the next day, and none of them got away, except four 
hundred young men who rode off on camels and fled. 

18 
David recovered 

everything the Amalekites had taken, including his two wives. 
19 

Nothing was 
missing: young or old, boy or girl, plunder or anything else they had taken. David 
brought everything back. 

20 
He took all the flocks and herds, and his men drove 

them ahead of the other livestock, saying, “This is David’s plunder.”  
21 

Then David came to the two hundred men who had been too exhausted to 
follow him and who were left behind at the Besor Valley. They came out to meet 
David and the men with him. As David and his men approached, he asked them 
how they were. 

22 
But all the evil men and troublemakers among David’s 

followers said, “Because they did not go out with us, we will not share with them the 
plunder we recovered. However, each man may take his wife and children and go.”  

23 
David replied, “No, my brothers, you must not do that with what the LORD 

has given us. He has protected us and delivered into our hands the raiding party 
that came against us. 

24 
Who will listen to what you say? The share of the man 

who stayed with the supplies is to be the same as that of him who went down to the 
battle. All will share alike.” 25 David made this a statute and ordinance for Israel from 

that day to this. 
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1.  Spiritual Victories    1 Samuel 30:1-8 
But David found strength in the LORD his God.  1 Samuel 30:6  

 
A.  Catastrophe    1 Samuel 30:1-6 
 
 The Amalekites raid David’s base of operations  Verses 1,2 
 
 They should never have been around (1 Samuel 15) 
 
 David’s own people are ready to kill him 
 
 
B.  Resources    1 Samuel 30:6-8 
 
 Everyone is overwhelmed, overcome, and devastated 
 
 They were filled with grief, inactivity, failure, hopelessness 
 
 Like Saul in 1 Samuel 28:15 – what will David do next?    
 
But David found strength in the LORD his God. 1 Samuel 30:6 
 
David inquired of the LORD     1 Samuel 30:8 (1 Samuel 28:6) 
 
  

2.  Leadership Victories                           1 Samuel 30:9-31 
No, my brothers, you must not do that with what the LORD has given us. He has protected 

us and delivered into our hands the raiding party that came against us.  1 Samuel 30:23 

      
A.  Ill-advised Action     1 Samuel 30:9, 10 
 
 David’s men are emotionally devastated and weary 
 
 He loses 1/3 of his force  
 
 
B.  Irrational Kindness    1 Samuel 30:11-15 
 
 This person should not be here 
 
 They give some of their remaining rare resources  
 
 David treats him with respect, kindness and protection 
 
 
 



C.  Immediate Assault    1 Samuel 30:16-20 
 
 The Amalekites were well into their party  
 
 
D.  Illogical Generosity    1 Samuel 30:21-31 
 
 Take what was yours or make what you take yours 
 
 The plunder, extra wealth accumulated is a gift from the Lord 
 
 

3.  Philistine Victory                                      1 Samuel 31:1-13 
The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the archers overtook him,  

they wounded him critically  1 Samuel 31:3 

      
A.  Death and Defeat      1 Samuel 31:1-7 
 
 Saul was destined for death because of his disobedience  
 
 Taking the final moment his death lacked trust in God 
 
 
B.  Final Acts     1 Samuel 31:8-13 
 
 Disgrace  Verses 8-10 
 
  The Philistines behave as expected  
 
 Devotion  Verses 11-13 
 
  Kind, heroic, gracious men from Jabesh Gilead 
 
 
 How does our relationship with the God matter? 
 
 There is great value listening to God 
 
  We find resources beyond the obvious 
 
  We make decisions that seem odd become brilliant  
    Providence, Obedience, Kindness  
 
  Our selfishness is suppressed  
   Kindness and Generosity flow 
 
  We discover that what we have has always come from God 



Study Questions 
For your personal study or study with family, a friend, mentor or Life Group  

Beginning:   

1. What insight, idea, question or principle from Sunday’s message did you find 
most helpful, eye opening or troubling?   
 
2.  What kinds of things do people often feel entitled to? 
 
Studying: 

3.  Compare 1 Samuel 28:15 with 1 Samuel 30:6.  Both men are distress and at 
the end of their ‘ropes’.  Look at the different ways to find direction and hope.  

 
4.  In 1 Samuel 30:6 what influence was David having on the men he was 

leading?  What were they learning about God by watching David? 
 
5.  Look at 1 Samuel 30:8 what does this tell us about seeking and listening to 

God?  How is the discovery of the Egyptian provision from God not random?  
 

6.  Contrast 1 Samuel 30:8 with 1 Samuel 28:6.  Look at how both men approach 
God for guidance and how both men follow God’s revelation.    

 
7.  1 Samuel 30:17 how many men escaped on camels?  How many men were 

fighting with David?  Where did their energy to fight come from?   
 
Applying: 

8.  When we are out of options consider that God has done this so you would not 
rely on your own abilities.  When has this happened in your life?  

 
9.  What would David have done if the man had no information or refused to 

speak?  What spiritual resources were available to David?  What fruit, gift or 
empowering of the Spirit would you compare David’s action with? 

 
10. If you knew what God’s will and provision was in a situation in your life could 

you move quickly?  Where have you been able to do this previously? 
 
11.  Compare 1 Samuel 30:20 and 23.  Where do the men think the success has 

come from and where does David tell them it came from? 
 
Praying:   

12. Who or what can you remember to pray for from today’s service? 
 
13. Pray for those who are near and dear to you that you would have an 

opportunity to share how God has changed your view of money and wealth. 
 

Growing and Mentoring:  Look at 1 Samuel 30:23 and consider that everything 

you have that may not really belong to you.  Where are you tempted to hoard or 
withhold what God has given to you?  Is it yours because you are so smart or 
strong or so good?  What do you do with God’s gifts?  Read 1 Timothy 6 and 
identify where to apply the resources you have been entrusted with for God.  
Where have you seen change from an attitude or expectation to one of grateful 
reception of gifts from others (even employers)? 


