
How Do we Practice Integrity? 

1 Samuel 24: 1-22  January 27, 2019 

Developing a God listening Life 

After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the 

Desert of En Gedi.” 
2 

So Saul took three thousand able young men from all Israel and 

set out to look for David and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats.  
3 

He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to 

relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 
4 

The men said, “This is 

the day the LORD spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your 

hands for you to deal with as you wish.’ ” Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a 

corner of Saul’s robe.  
5 

Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 
6 

He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the 

LORD’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the LORD.” 
7 
With 

these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. 

And Saul left the cave and went his way.  
8 

Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When 

Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to 

the ground. 
9 

He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on 

harming you’? 
10 

This day you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered 

you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I 

will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 
11 

See, my father, 

look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not 

kill you. See that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that I am guilty of wrongdoing 

or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. 
12 

May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD avenge the wrongs 

you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. 
13 

As the old saying goes, ‘From 

evildoers come evil deeds,’ so my hand will not touch you.  
14 

“Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Who are you pursuing? A dead 

dog? A flea? 
15 

May the LORD be our judge and decide between us. May he consider 

my cause and uphold it; may he vindicate me by delivering me from your hand.”  
16 

When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?” 

And he wept aloud. 
17 

“You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me 

well, but I have treated you badly. 
18 

You have just now told me about the good you 

did to me; the LORD delivered me into your hands, but you did not kill me. 
19 

When a 

man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed? May the LORD reward you 

well for the way you treated me today. 
20 

I know that you will surely be king and that 

the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands. 
21 

Now swear to me by the 

LORD that you will not kill off my descendants or wipe out my name from my father’s 

family.”  
22 

So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men 

went up to the stronghold. 
1
 

                                                      
1
 The New International Version. (2011): Zondervan. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/niv2011?ref=BibleNIV.1Sa24.1&off=33&ctx=Saul%E2%80%99s+Life%0a24+%EF%BB%BFa%C2%A0%E2%80%A2%E2%80%A2~After+Saul+returned+


1.  The Table is Set     1 Samuel 24:1-4 
The men said, “This is the day the LORD spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give your 

enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’ ” 1 Samuel 24:4  

 
A. David is Trapped    1 Samuel 24:1-3 
 
 No way out for David if Saul finds him 
 Fear turns to opportunity 
 
B.  Saul is Vulnerable    1 Samuel 24:3 
 
 Saul is responding to the call of nature 
 
C.  David’s men see this as God’s Provision 1 Samuel 24:4 
 
 It looks like this could be a ‘God’ thing 
 
D.  David takes advantage of Saul  1 Samuel 24:4 
 
 David takes advantage of Saul 
 

2.  David is Repentant               1 Samuel 24:5-15 
‘From evildoers come evil deeds,’ so my hand will not touch you.  1 Samuel 24:13 

      
A.  David’s Conscience    1 Samuel 24:4-7 
 
 Anointed one 
Anoint ח  A Hebrew verb used only 68 times in the OT primarily in Exodus (12) (mā·šǎḥ) ָמשַׁ
Leviticus (8) Numbers (8) and then in  1 Samuel (7) 2 Samuel (7), 1 Kings (7), 2 kings (5). 
(As a noun – Messiah – it appears 40 times in the OT, 18 of those in 1 and 2 Samuel.)  It 
means to anoint (paint or smear).  “There is a fourfold theological significance:  
 1) a separation for God’s service;  
 2) The anointed on carries God’s authority; to be held in special regard;   
 3) divine enablement was understood;  
 4) it points to a promised deliverer, Jesus”; 

2
  

 5) it includes divine ownership of the one anointed.  “In Egyptian culture it was the 
custom to anoint vassal [subservient] kings, i.e., minor kings who owed allegiance to the 
great king of Egypt; in this light we may see the king of Israel not as a king in his own right 
but as the vassal of Yahweh [the LORD], who is envisaged as the true king of Israel.”

3
  

  
 Robe is the Symbol of power and authority  
 David admits he was wrong and seeks to repair the wrong 
 
B.  David’s Respect for Saul   1 Samuel 24:8-11 
 
 My Lord the King, My Master, the LORD’s anointed 
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C.  David’s Full Confidence in the LORD 1 Samuel 24:12, 15 
 
 May the LORD judge between us (both anointed) 12, 15 
 May the LORD avenge 12, 15 
  
D.  The Turning Point     1 Samuel 24:13, 14 
 
 David’s guiding proverb   Verse 13 
 David’s self identification    Verse 14 
 

3.  Saul is Repentant             1 Samuel 24:16-22 
When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed?  

May the LORD reward you well for the way you treated me today.1 Samuel 24:19 

      
A. Saul speaks David’s name to David 1 Samuel 24:16 
  
B.  Saul’s Realizations and Blessings  1 Samuel 24:17-21 
 
 You are more righteous, treated me well, did not kill me 
 I have treated you badly, know you will be king 
 Please treat my family nice  
 
C.  Nothing has really changed for Saul 1 Samuel 24:22 
 
 The oath already exists (1 Samuel 20:14-17) 
 Saul goes home (he’ll be back 1 Samuel 26) 
   
 How do we practice integrity? 
 
 Who we are drives what we do? 
  From evildoers come evil deeds 
  David is acting and thinking like a king 
  David is demonstrating a deep trust in God 
   For justice, protection, what’s next, what is now 
  
 A possible outline for 1 Samuel 24  
23:29 A. David in the Strongholds 
24:1    B. Saul returns from Philistines 
24:2-7    C. Vulnerability, Restraint, Respect for God’s choice 
24:8-11   D. David’s proclamation of innocence and respect 
24:12      E. Appeal to and Trust in the LORD 
24:13      F. David’s guiding proverb 
24:14      F’. David’s self identification 
24:15     E’. Appeal to and Trust in the LORD 
24:16-21    D’. Saul proclaims David innocent and shows respect 
    C’. Saul admits his vulnerability and David’s restraint 
      Saul respects God’s Choice  
24:22   B’. Saul returns home 
24:22  A’. David in the Strongholds 



Study Questions 
for your personal study or study with family, a friend, mentor or Life Group  

 
Beginning:   

1. What insight, idea, question or principle from Sunday’s message did you find 
most helpful, eye opening or troubling?   

 
2.  There are new words like ‘shading’ and ‘ghosting’ that speak of ways to 

devalue or ignore others.  How has this practice negatively impacted you? 
 
Studying: 

3.  Saul is vulnerable; how do David’s men interpret this?  How easy would this 
interpretation come to us?  Is this a ‘God thing’?  How do you tell? 

 
4.  What is David’s admission of guilt?  How does his conscience affect him?  

Why is even cutting the robe so wrong?  What does he do about this? 
 
5.  What is the deal with the robes?  (1 Samuel 15:27; 18:4; 19:24) Also a robe 

should be in compliance with the Torah (Numbers 15:38–39; Deuteronomy 22:12) 

 
6.  In verses 12 and 15, where does David place his trust/confidence? 
 
7.  What is David’s guiding proverb? What is the bigger leadership question? 
 
8.  What is Saul’s guiding proverb in this situation? How would Saul have acted? 
 
9.  Who does David seem to be willing to trust?  Who does he seem unwilling to 

trust either partially or fully? 
 
Applying: 

10.  What are some of the ‘guiding proverbs’ you use when making decisions? 
 
11.  How does David self-identify?  Verse 14 Who do We know he is?   
 Who does Saul know he is?  What does this tell us about how we self-identify 

and publicize our own awesomeness?    Who are you? 
 
12. Read Romans 12:19 and consider how you trust God to act? 
 
13.  How hard is it to fully rely on the Lord when it seems you can solve a 

problem by taking a ‘short cut’?  What situation could you be more patient in? 
 
Praying:   

14. Who or what can you remember to pray from the service? 
 
15. Pray for deeper insight and patience for God’s leading when an easy solution 

arrives that might not be the best solution. 
 
 

Growing and Mentoring:  Moving our discussions with a friend to a deeper level 

on Integrity:  What has been one area where you have succeeded in maintaining 
your integrity?  Where have you been challenged?  Why is that a challenge?  
How could your response improve if faced with a similar challenge? 


